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Who Is the Genlus?

We confess to a patriotic curlosity
to know the name of the person In
the servics of the United States Gov-
ernment who first concelved the idea
of making the eall for the molorless
Bundays east of the Migsissippl a
request and not a command.

Buch great conceptions are usually
the product of individual Intelligence.
The inltiative {8 not from plural ef-
fort. It goes back to some one man's
wit, common sense, foresight and
faith in the soundness of public opin-
fon. It is rarely the result of a for-

, mal conference. Its promulgation
may follow a conference on the sub-
ject, but somebody, some Individual,
has proposed the plan originally to
the conference which adopis it as the
expresslon of combined wisdom and
Jolnt suthority.

Previous undertakings of similar
import had been dn the form of
regulations based on the authority of
law. People were told that there
must be a sacrifice for the snke of
the conservation of thls or that war
material. The machinery of enforce-
ment, the penslty for disobedlence
were quite plainly in sight. Cltizens
grumbled a good deal and kicked &

"Mttle when their comfort was lm-
palred or the safety of thelr health
threatened, as In the case of last
winter's coal shortage. The ‘ordl-
nances were obeyed, of course, and
the purpose was accomplished, but
nndlr process of compulsion more or
“lens visibly and audibly attended by a
reaction.

This man—for we insist that It was
some one man, a man of genlus—
perceived that better results could be
obtained by making the sacrifice and
the service a purely voluntary mat-
ter, to be enforced only by an equally
voluntary consensus of unofficial pub-
lle opinion. He foresaw that the Gov-
ernment had only to ask and that
the entire population concerned wounld
loyally and jo¥fully cooperate. He
knew with the falth that was in him
that the spontaneous sentlment sup-
porting the restriction would manl-
fest {tself with a potency which all
the marshals and deputy marshals
at the command of the Department
of Justice could not exert., And he
was right!

This man of genlus, whoever he
may be, 18 a profound psychologist,
a clalrvoyant seer, a practical ad-
ministrator. He has served his coun-
try well, because he has done much
more than to accomplish without
friction, without reactlon, the requi-
site saving of gasolene in the eastern
part of the continent. He has evoked
perhaps the most impressive and in-
structive demonstration of the Amer-
fean spirit that bas been witnessed
since the war began,

Tax Svy would llke to know the
name of this man of genlue.

The Meaning of Allled Buccesses in
tho East.

The eastern theatre of the war,
Asiatic Turkey and the Balkans,
has come after a long perlod of
comparative Inactivity Into a promi-
pence which It has not hnd at
any other time of the war, In hoth
Turkey and the Balkans the Allles
bave just won victorles that at any
stage of the hostilitiea would have
been distinct gains; but, following
closely upon the dlsastrous and dis-
couraging German reverses on the
western front and representing over-
whelming defeat to Bulgaria and
Turkey, both weary of the war, and
quarrelling over loot which each was
promised for ald to the Central Pow-
ers, and which hoth now see they
eannot acquire, these sucoesses be-
coma vital factors In bringing the
war to an enill

The two advances were undoubt-
edly concerted movements, and they
were both arranged with a careful
attention to detalls that would as-
sure thelr success. When Genernl
Auzxmey struck the Turkish army
in the plains of Esdraelon and com-
pellsd ita surrender, the Allied army
in tha Balkans forced the Bulgar

pomition In the Nghlands east of
Monastir. There was In these ad-
vances A slmllarity of strategy.

General Avrensy won hils vietory by
& blow at the centre of his foe, The
Balkan alles did not sitempt an at-

b

tack along the whole front or In the
Doiran reglon, where the Bulgars
and Germans had evidently expected
It, but they forced the ememy's line
nt the centre éf the Macedonlan front.
They thus galoed the all Important
Vardar wvalley with ite rallway into
the heart of Serbla and opened the
way to the rear of the Bulgar-Aus-
trian defeuces on the two flanks.

The Balkan success was a military
achlevement under great difficulties;
for the Bulgnrs and Austrinns had
occupled this position from thelr in-
vaslon of Serbla, und had strongly
fortifled it The bare, rugged hills
and narrow valleys were easy of de-
fenee ; one of the points In this same
reglon was held In the Balkan war
by n single company of Serbs agalnst
a Turkish regiment. Prilep, the
town around which centred so much
of anclent Serb tradition and history,
Is dominated by a rocky mountain
that formed the stronghold of legen-
dary Serb heroes, and In modern
warfare It has been considered im-
pregnable agalnst attack. The suc-
cess of the movement has appurently
proved a surprise at the Allled capl-
tals, for one of the London papers
says that “the Serblans have per-
formed one of the most wonderful
feats In military history, a deed com-
parable to the breaking of the Wotun
line." 1In their fight the Serblans
are stroggling for the recovery of
their homes amd nation, and are prov-
Ing what they can accomplish with
guns apd munitions equal In power
to those of their foe.

The Allles have as.an immediate
objective the control of the Vardar
valley to the Greek border on the
south and to Uskub, or Skople, on
the north. The possession of Uskub
would open the way to Nish and the
Morava valley, while the control of
the Vardar would effectually divide
the armies of the Central Powers in
the Balkans. It wounld force thelr re-
tirement on the east northward Into
Bulgaria toward Sofla, and In the
west to the protection of the Aus-
trinn positions in Albania.

This Is the first serfous sethack
that the Bulgarians have received In
the war; It represents not only a de-
feat of thelr armiles and the loss of
territory of which they had planned
to despoll Serbla, but at the same
time the advance threatens the occu-
pation of Bulgaria itself, which has so
far been free from Invaslon. All this
is n severn test of the morale of a
nation that long ago saw no reason
for a continuation of the war and
wns anxlous to withdraw. Turkey
cannot but see In the success of the
Allles on Ottoman territory the
growth of a spirlt of revolt among
the bitterly oppressed and misgov-
erned races that ‘will constitute a
serious internal condition and that
will make her powerless to continue
as a factor of any strength in the
war. In Germany the results of
these defeats of her allies eannot be
measured alone by the effect that
it will have upon an already anxious
and disheartened people. Each of
these allles Is no longer an nsset, a
source of supplles and men, bLut a
lHabllity which she must protect if
she 1s agnin, even In peace, to make
tools of her alms and ambitlons, She
cun expect no ald from them in fight-
ing her battles. Even Austrin must
now turn to the protection of her

western and southern fromtiers,

What Is “My Country''?

All reproductive Imaginatlone—and
we are confldent that Bux readers ure
armed to the teeth with them—have
the involuntary trick of bullding up
mental pletures not only of vislble
things but of the Invislble and per-
hups utterly spiritual. Of the things
that are visible, but have not beén
viewed by the owner of the lmagina-
tion, It is often easy to fancy what is
conjured up by the average mind.
Usually it is the plcture that has
fostened upon the brain camera In
youth. When the war came many
people no doubt visnalized it as an
enlarged page from Harper's Weekiy
of Rebellion time. To some the Ger-
man of the mental picture was a slow,
gentle, decent sort of man, The
Frenchomn on the plate wore a sllk
hat and could do nothing more terrific
than talk. Now the owners of these
primitive imaginatons have n new
plcture of the war, of the Frenchman
and, Indeed, of the German. When
the owner of the same type of Lnngl-
nation goes to England he will find it
something besides chalk cliffs and
gorse and Elizabethan houses,

These errors made In Imagining the
renl are, course, errors of misln-
formatlon or assumption. Imagining
the Invisible—which I8 only done by
supplying some frame or shadowy out-
line or by associating the vnseen with
the visible, Is more fascinating. A
year, for Instance, has never been pho-
tographed, but in every human mind,
we helleve, there [s a plcture, perbaps
crude and unformed, of twalve
monthe, Some see it as a circle Le-
gluning and ending with New Yenr'a
To others It may be a stralght or un-
dulating streteh conneeting at the end
with another streteh that Is the fol-
lowing year. It may even be calored,
wearing the green of spriug, the sun-
llght of summer, the gold of autnmn
amd the white of winter, As with a
year, so It Is with ehildhood, youth,
grief, nge, death. If it were not for
the poeis, the priests and Gustave
Dong, each of us would have lils In-
dividual concept of heaven and hell.

It would be Interesting to discover,
through an inspection of the mentsl
plaies as they develop in the dark
rooms of a hundred milllon American
brains, what 18 the composite coneept
of the phrase “My country,” the two
words enveloplng the Idea for which
~the dellghtful phrases about democ-
racy lo the contrary unotwithstanding
—milllons of our men are fighting,
What film throws its shadows on the
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screen of the brain when “My Comn-
try” is heard?

Some, we are sure, will' find on
lovklng within that the vislon which
rises Is geographieal. A page of a
schoolbook, with the map of the
United States In colors, may glow
before the eye of the mind. With
others It may be a rellef map, with
the Mississippl shining in the middle
and the Rocky Mountaine rising
hugely at the left. There Is vastness
In this concept, but how much sentl-
ment? The nobler man may see his
country In n smaller part of It, prob-
ubly In the place where he was born
or where his youth was spent. He
may see & New England village with
a white spire as the most conspicu-
ous unit of the plcture; or a flat
field of the Middle West, with a farm-
house, beantiful to him Iif not to the
architects, blocked aguinst a winter
sunset. He may seoe a desert of the
Southwest, with a traln disappearing
in the distance. He may see only
the bleak white sands of southern
New Jersey, with pumpkins among
the corn. He may see nothing but
a single peak of the first mountain
range that ever met his sight.

The Amerlcan's imagination may
centre about some historleal figure
or set of men—WasHinaTon at Val-
ley Forge, the Signing of the Declar-
atlon, Wenster speaking at Bunker
Hill, Lrwis aml Craxx pressing
across the wWilderness, If he Is a
citizen of foreign birth, "My Coun-
try" may recall to him only the ple-
ture of 0 gray morning in New York
harbor, with the bronre ludy holding
out to him the promise of freedom.
Or he may sce the skyline of New
York that eo terrifled and plensed
him on the first day of hia new life,

It would be worth the time of a
Freud to stop for a while the excur-
slons Into the meaning of meaning-
less dreams and to discover what Is
on thescanvas of the patrlot's Imagl-
natlon; what picture it Is that makes
men sacrifice everything rather than
eee the original lost. FPerhaps, after
all, it Is Home.

The Equal Suffrage Yote To-morrow.

The resolutlon submitting to the
States the constitutional amendment
which grants equal suffrage to women
is due In the Sepate to-morrow for
the vote that has already been too
long delayed. The resolution has al-
ready passed the House. We hope
the Senate will meet the question
squirely and send this just and
righteous amendment to the several
States for ratification without fur-
ther delay,

That equal suffrage for men and
women 18 to prevall, and to prevall
through Federal enactment, seems to
Tue Svx to be us certnln ns that
demoeracy and democratic Institu-
tions are to endure In the United
States, Those who have belleved that
thi= rectification of an lnveterate in-
Justiea and Inequality should be made
to attend upon lpedl opinlon within
the States are rapldly coming to the
opposite convietlon. Presldent Wit~
sox, for exumple, now writes to a
member of the Senate: *“I do earn-
estly belleve that our actlon upon this
amendment will have an {mportant
and lmmediate influence upon the
whaole atmosphere and morale of the
natlons engaged In the war, and every
duy I nm coming to see lhow su-
premely lmportant mat slde of the
whole thing Is."

Let the vote be pressed on Thurs-
day naccording to schedule in order
that the country may see how the
Senate stands.

That It may be pressed at once to
success must be the hope of all those
who belleve that there Is a larger
politics than that which concerns it-
self with caleulations of local effect;
that there !s a Ilarger philosophy
than that which bids Federal legls-
Intion keep Its hands away from this
measure of equal rights ns a matter
beyond Its provinee; and thls with
the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amend-
ments already a part of the funda-
mentnl lnwl

The Pellean.

Vigitors to Florida and the ndjoine
ing States on the Gulf will be de-
lighted that the brown pelican, the
emblematie bird of Loulslana, whose
death was asked by the commerclal
fisheries Interests, has a right to live,
Bills were [ntroduced last year In
Florida to allow the killing of pell-
enns, gulls and other fish-cating sea
birds, as they are “so terrifically de-
structive to food fishes" Indeed, the
campalign even reached to the nelgh-
boring State of New Jersey, and a bill
came close to passage to permit the
killing of sea gulls.

The statement was made by the
commercial fisheries Interests of the
Gulf Srates that “If we are golng to
have enough fish food to win this
war" these birds, especially the pell-
cnn, must be deslroyed. The ob-
jections summarized by the United
States Food Administration included
three counts: that the birds annually
destroy milllons of pounds of food
fish ; that the birds Interfere materl-
nlly with the operaton of the fisher-
men and result In largely reduced
eatches of food fish, and lastly, that
the pelican “serves no useful yurpose
whatever, and Is not a scerenger,

| never having been known to sat fish
that have been washed ashore,” and |

%o forth,

Thanks to the Investigation of T,
Guieert Pranson of the Nutlonal As-
sociation of Audubon Socletles, the
Blologienl Survey and the fish and
gume commissloners of Florlda,
Texns and Louisiana, the Indictment
15 founsl not to be s true bill. Mak-
Ing an investigation that requires men
to wade In swamps up to the walst,
with mosquitoes feasting upon ex-
posed paris, is worth golng through,
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however, to find truth. The pullun
helped the Investigators learn the
truth, When alarmed the bird drops
the contents of its bill, which it is
estimated In the adult bird will hold
four quarts.

The diet of the pellean consists in
these waters of menhaden, princl-
pally, varled with mullet, pigfeh,
pinfish, herring and an occasional
crevalle. Only two of these are food
fish, and their price In the market
does not exceed four cents a pound.
Menhaden has never been used for
human consumption, although the
United States Bureau of Fisheries Is
now engaged in experiments to utilize

this fish for food, If possible, The!

mutllated fish complained of by the
commercial fishermen tuorned out to
be those cut by neta.

Incidentally, the Investigation dis-
closed the fact that pelicans are di-
minishing In numbers, but doubtless
the reason why former colonles of
the bird are deserted Is the lack of
food. The pelican {s an nseet as a
curlosity. The tired business man
and his wffa. spending the winter In
Florlda, find much amusement In
watching the antics of the queer birds.
Incldentally, Is the world to be de-
prived of pleture posteards that every
one travelllng In Florlda and the
Gulf States takes so much pleasure
in forwarding? What solls camera
and film rolls in Florida? The same
mallgned pelican, Leglslators may be
sure of this: no step looking to the
destruction of this bird will be taken
while conservationlsts are on the fir-
Ing llne—without a fight.

The dlsappearance of the towering,
massive figure of General LiMan voN
Banpers, the Turkish Generalissimo,
from Nazareth must have been one of
the Interesting alghts of the Palestine
advance, LiMaN VON SaANDERS Whs
sent by the Kalser a year before the
war to teach and train the Turkish
army. He early adopted the motto of
“treat 'em rough,” and he was the
man most generally hated by the
Turkish soldier. It would have been,
no doubt, some satisfaction to the de-
feated Ottoman army to see the ob-
noxious German commander a Britlsh
prisoner. But he executed his move-
ment to the rear, as the Mayor of
Nazareth said, "when he heard that
the Hritlsh eavalry wns near the Isk-
anderan,” and left his puplls to take
care of themselves. As few of them
followed him he had evidently re-
served the trick of the mancuvre for
his own use

Drawing the capsules s trnly a Jot-
tery In which ultimatelyl only the
Kaiser can lose,

Lone bandit robs a train —Headline,

General Director McApdo will un-
doubtedly class this interesting and
once thriving Western Industry among
the “unessentials.”

Heavy rainfall undoubtedly ham-
pers the Ameriean forces, but, with
the impartiality of Nature, it also pre-
vents the Hun from displaying his
castward fleetness,

On the derivation of the word there
is no end of controversy, but to de-
elare that the Bulgars are “skedad-
dling* woulkl be to establish its ac-
cepted significance beyond dispute.

The war has brought ths heretofore
despleed peony to Hawall—Honolulu
despatch

It will be a poor time to win re-
spact for it if 1t buys no more than it
does at present {n New York,

ALixxey's line from the Jordan to
the sea liberates four oppressed na-
tonalities, 15,000,000 prople that have
been crushed heneath the heel of the
intalerant Turk.

THE MILESTONES.

They Marked the Way for the Anclent
Traveller.

To Tam Evrmon oF THe Svx—~FSie: Can
you give me the history of those
four or five milestones on Third avenue,
formerly Old Boston Road, and any in-
teresting Information concerning them?
The first mile stone is on the Bowery,
about Spring strest INTERESTED.

HaicxmNsack, N. J, Beptember 24

The milestones wera placed on the
HBoston road in the sighteenth century
for the usual purpose of Informing the
traveller how he was getting on. The
first waa In the Bowery, opposite Riv-
ington street, the second. In Third
avenue near PBixteanth street; the
fourth, in Third avenue near Fifty-
seventh street: the Afth, In Third
avenue near Seventy-seventh street.
If thers was ever a three mile stone
it should have been at Third avenue
very near Thirty-sixth or Thirty-
seventh street.

Perhaps In Merry to the Other I'oets.

To vnm Enrron or Tus Ers—Sir: Why
ara axcerpis from the works of the poet
louls M. Ellshemius rigldly sxcluded
from the columns entitled “Porms Worth
Reading'' sppearing In the Bundsy Issues
of Tum Ben’® Faie Prar.

Coorsastowy, September 24,

The Bll l’plc Ple.
When a fellow has fougbt
In the trenches all day,
And geln back to the huts
Of the ¥. M. €. A,
The firat thing that eatches
His war weary eye
Is & tasteful brown segment
Of freah apple pla

He forgein all the rackst,
The ahell holaa and mud,
The crumplied up figures
Bespattersd with blood,
The death that's abroad
Oip the earth, in the sky,
When he munches a #liea
From a thick apple ple.

He dreamn while ha saln
©Of the orchard at home,
Whera the spple troes break
Inte rosests foam,
And baldwin and pippin
And red norithern mpy
firaw rips to be baked
Into govd apple ple

The food of the gods

May be honey or dew,
But the fosd of the sona

Of the red, white and blus
Who on Liberty's altar

Ate ready to dle,
Is & genercus hvnk

Frem_a blg spple ple

Miwma Invime.

ARSI'NE' THE le POI!OH
GAS.

The Germans continue to work their
gas factory, but thers are signs that a
lack of “punch” prevalls In practically
every detall, That they were using dur-
Ing the recent French offensive a shell
contalning & new gas was suspected by
surgeons, and the cases In which the
polion showed its effects were gath-
ered together In one hospital and stud-
led by Professor Rendu. The number
Is compuratively small, about forty-
thres, which seoms 10 indicate that the
Bas weapon is only moderately suc-
cesuful. After a careful examination
of the men, the general result is
rather encouraging, for ths new gas
turns out to be something of a flasco.
From the description that is now
Kiven, it Is seen that, so far from
be sudden and viclent, the effects

of the alow snd Inaldious kind, not
at all correspording to the general
ldea of a sinealin, (nasmuch as there
i= no speclal odor belonging to It and
no color, so that its presence ih the alr
i® Invisible. It is certainly remarkable
that a gas possessing thess seemingly
freat advantages—lack of amell and
Invisibility—ehould be such a poor per-
former,

To place this gas exactly 1a difcult
as yet, beciuse the medical report is
not complete, but it may be fairly un-
derstood by comparing it with the
other irritating gas, yperite, or mua-
tard, Both theses gases are chlori-
nated, yperits being chlorinated sul-
phite of ethyl, and arsene the chloride
of di-phenylarsene, When the shell
txpledes the effects have marked dif-
ferences, yperite being dlscharged In
minute drops and arsene in small
solld particles, In the case of arsene
a falnt smell s noticed directly after
the shells burst, and suggests garlic,
which aroused the first suspicion that
fome new form of poisonous element
was being used. The auspicion was
not immediately confirmed, for garlic
gas does not cause symptoms until an
Interval of hours or even days In
fact, In some men nothing was no-
ticed untll thres days had passed.

This pecyllarity of arseme seems to
show that it {s not the emetic gaa
msed In the drive against the Itallans
last year. It has somewhat similar
effects, causing a flow of tears and
vomiting, but these symptoms are re-
garded as largely the result of other
gases, which may be used at the same
tie. The object of using garlic gas
was undoubtedly to produce an in-
flammation of the throat and eyes, and
blistering effects on the akin, The re-
sulting symptoms are sufficlently pro-
nounced to clalm careful trsatment,
hut fortunately the mortality is low,
helng no more than 0.7 per cent, The
factore that make the gas formidable
are the Irritation of the eyes and
throat, with bronchitis, hoarseness,
cough, and, in n certaln proportion of
the men, with temporary loss of voice.
So far the losses experienced have
been slight, falling considerably below
fnemy expectations. It I8 now esti.
mated that a large majority of the
men will recover, Enemy antleipa-
tion= in regard to the surprise effacts
of this gas, owing to Its Invisibility
and Iack of odor, seemed doomed to
disappointment. It s sald that mol-
diers have learned to detect its pres-
ence by the smell of garile, although
It 18 faint and may escape notice when
there are other confusing factors. On
the whole, 50 far &8s can be judged
pow, this form of gas warfare {s not
As enccessful as the earller attacks,
and the danger soon may be entirely
eliminated.

OLD NUMBER ;8.

The Question of Fire Protection In the
Washington Helghts Nelghborhood.

To TiE Eorron oF Tie BuN—Sir; There
In & considerable amount of agitation
on Washington Helghts over the action of
Mre Commiasioner Drennan in abolish-
Ing ane of the oldest engine companlies in
that section, Engine Company 38, Am-
sterdam avenue, near 165th atreet. Tux-
payers are up in arms and civia feso-
clations are active, but desplte their
activity the Commissioner has not yet
reen fit to Insus & statement defending
his actlon. About all the Informatlon
those Interested can get ln that the com-
pany was disbanded for leal rea-
sons.  But It (s difficult to convince the
resldents and business men of the
Heights that there s any economy In
lemsening the fire protection of a section
which ia dally growing more Important.
They feel that Inatead of lessening the
protection it should be Increased. They
expect that the fire insurance rats will
jump when the companies becomes cog-
nizant of the fact that one more com-
rany has Dbeen disbanded and the
Helghts left with what residents say I8
inadequate fire protection,

But whether tha Commissioner's ac-
tion In disbanding & company which has
been In service for over thirty years
ls justified or not, facts seem to indi-
cate that Washington Helghts has been
the victim of discrimination on the
part of the present Fire Commissioner
and hix predecessor. For Instance, in
1813 Commisaloner Johnson established
a double engine company in 1818t street,
near Amsterdam avenue. Last July thas
present Commissioner disbanded the sec-
ond pection of this company. It s sald
that Washington Helghts is the only sec-
tlon left without A& double engine com-
pany., About two yemrs ako the second
section of Engine Company 50, Amater-
dam avenue and 135th street, was abol-
lahed. And wyet former (hief Croker
onca remarked that If he had his way
every fire company in Harlem and the
Helghts would have two sectiona

Merhaps the shortage of Aremen may
have had something to do with Com-
missloner Drennan's action, If such waa
the case the Commissloner's actlon was
not justified, because there are encugh
men In the Immediate locality wha would
have been only too glad to voluntesr
for service to protect their homea

A HElonTen

New Yorx, September 24.

A Little Laneashire Is & Dangerouns
Thing.

To Tx Epimon oF Tus Sux—§8ir; Mr.
Frank H. Vizetelly may know Norse,
bt he does not know Lancashire dlalect.
The sentence he quotes or uses would
be more nearly correct If he sald, “Theh
met g0 wrung wi' this word if ther't

oan careful, ‘caums & mon's yet met
be nddled.” W, H. W,

Naw Yomx, aqptunber M.

It Wounld Make lln lllll Wing of a
Palindrome,

To THE EniTon oF THE SUN—Bir: The
waord "Potsdam™ alone s not a palin-
drome. “"Madam' s W. H. W,

New Yorx, Ssptembar 24,

Heard tha MNews.
Molly Cottontall--Ges, Is the Oovern-
ment golng te fix & price for me?

tin remponnible for 1t

GERMAN IN NEBRASKA.

The Case Where Children Were
Threatened for Speaking English.

Te Twx Eorron or Tne Sux—8ir: Our
attention has been called to a simlement
in your columns which reads as follows:

“In Nebraska Investigations by the Stats
Councll of Natlonal Defence revealed in-
stances of puplis In German schools Being
punished for speaking Englleh

Wae do not know whera this statement
originated, but It has appenred In sev-
eral publications

There In no instance on record of
school children fn Nebraska belng pun-
|shed for mpeaking the English languages.

There was one Instance where punish-
ment was threataned, and Robert L. Met-
ealfe of Omaha, former member of the
Nebraska Btate Councll of Defence, who

imade A special investigation along these

lines, reporta that it is the only Instance
of its kind the Council ean discover In
the State of Nebraska.

The clroumstances in connectlorl with
this one Instance were as followws: In
Thayer county thers was a group of
eleven children who went to & German
parochial school on Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursdey of each week
and on Fridays attended the publle
school. These sleven children persisted
in talking German on the day they at-
tended the public school, and on Inquiry
the public school teacher learned that
thess particular ohildren were (n the
habit of talking German bacauss thelr
German teacher had threatensd to whip
them If they talked English.

The troubls with your statement 1
that you have mnot dlatingulshed be-
tween the public mnd parochlal schools,
Bo far as the public schools of Ndbraska
are concerned there mever has been any
question as to their loyalty. Teachers
and children have been untiring In thelr
efforta to promote whatever the Govern-
ment bas asked in prosscuting the war
to a successful conclusion.

There are 1,700 school houses In the
State of Nebraska, of which 282, or less
than 4 per cent, are parochial schools
and formerly gave Instruction in the
German or other forslgn languaged.

Total enrolment of school children In
Nebraska 1s 292,362, of which approxi-
mately 10,000, or less than 4 per cent,
formerly studied forelgn lahguages,
principally German. There are 12,607
teachers In the State of Nebraska of
which 379, or leaa than 4 per cent, for-
merly gave instructlon In Germdn. Of
the German teachers 120 were ministers
In the German Lutheran parishes where
the parochial schools were located.

A report recently published by the
Missour{ Lutheran Bynod, which has
jurisdiction over & part of the Nebraaka
churchea, stated, “English ls now ex-
chusvely used In instruction In all
schools. The German national hymn is
not sung in any of our schools."

Nebraska has not always been free
from pro-Germaniam, but ite influence
has nlways been small and |# constantly
decreasing, and s now almost negll-
gible. ArTHUR THOMAER,

Manager Bureau of Publicity, Omaha
Chamber of Commerce.

OMAKA Neb., Beptember 23,

SKEDADDLE.

('an the Word Be Bhown to Have Ex.
Isted Before 18621

To TAE Eprror or Tue Sux—S§ir: How
curiously history repeats itself, 1 re-
member distinctly the popularity and
prevalence of the word “akedaddis” dur-
ing our elvil war, and I am confldént
that T never heard it used before the
second year at least of that war. J re-
member distinctly also that it was then
the general opinion that it was an en-
tirely new and coined word, the inven-
tion of some one with a peculiar talent
for putting letters and ayllables together
in an unusual way, The word was cer-
talnly widely accepted as a species of
onomntopoetia word carrylng ita own
meaning with it. 1 do not recall now
whether the Bouth took up the word,
but in the North it was constantly used
by newspaper writers, but applled only
in the ease of Confed<riate defeatw and
rapid retreats.

Later arose just the same sort of con-
troversy over the origin of the word by
newspaper correspondents as has ap-
peared recently in the columna of Tue
Suw, untll some writer put forth the
opinion, just as has been done by SvN
writers within the last few doys, that
the ward |s derived from the Greek verb
“akedanuml.*

The result at that time wns that those
who knew no Greek were unable to ad-
wance any econtradiction of the opinion,
the Groek scholars were satisfled that
the point had been settled, and the con-
troversy died away. to be revived now
after the passage of fNfty years,

Eo thera |8 nothing new about the
controversy, and nothing new about the
theory of a Greek derivation of “ske-
daddle.” It was all hashed up In the
newspapers half a century ago, and I
haven't the elightest doubt that a dis-
cussion of the subject, the Greek idea
ineluded, could be discovered somewhers
in the files of Tur Sux for the years
18632, 1883 or 1864, If any intoreatad per-
aon will take the time and trouble to
look them up. Nihil novum, &c.

LuceN G, CHAFFIN,

New York, Beptember 4.

Cure for the Tobacco Habli.
From (he Charlotte Observer,
Among the American anldisrs who have
gone to France thers has hecn a decline
in the American hablt of chewing to-
bacca Y, M. C. A secrétariss who wsell
tobacco In canleens in France say that
modern warfare, rather than prejudice,
It's the gas mask
that's dolng the trick. they say. A dewn-
ten of tha plug Is aeriously embarrassed
when calisd upon to don ths gas mask
One Bouthern soldler I suid 10 have put
it llks this: “'With terbacca bitin' Inside
yer cheek. the o' gns mask anchored
‘tween yor testh, musiard gas all about
¥e &n' no ohanct Lar opan yer mouth—war
sure s hell!"

Ehadew sod Filame,
From the Ndison Monthly.

The munset flares where the pavementa

len
With rtur and shore at the leng atrest's
nd

In ; tnm!nmn mist of Eray.
Under the walls of our canyons deep
The Souls of the I‘an nn din from aieep,
Haunting the pathwaps their hoarts have
known-—
Thelr dreams are Hlving In stes! and stone
But wae dream on Lo day.

Their kesls are dust and thelr salle are
furied

Who a\urhurrd hare in ths Port of the
World,

New lqu-drnnl (‘hlllﬂlfo thelr Fala,

Fargotten aiorme wrecked thelr crowding
apiren,

Wa prison the lightning In weaving wires,

Our caravans burrow under ths sarth

Where the heart and braln that gave us
hirt

Dreamed of & mighty State,

Into a chiy of marvellous mou'd
They wrought thelr souls as they
their gold,
They won for us name and fame
;“aouu .u they, but thelr dreams ars

Woun lhnnl them our world has grown
Magiv, that luriks in our battlement wall,
l‘.‘ramu It with stars when the white stars

wm. us our dream—in Oama!
Lo Lawrswy,

rani

ke g B8

MR. LANSING'S NOTE.

One Reader Who Looked Upon It as
Too M4

To Tar Porron or Tup Sux—48ir: I
there anything In the annals of govern-
ment or of diplomacy to equal the ap-
peal of the Administration to the MWol-
sheviki? It says In effect to the very
worat, most cruel and bloody band of
robbars, murderers and traitors who
have ever appeared in history, who have
sold thelr country to the Huns and
made It a slaughter pen §o bind the
bargain, that they really must not be-
have so, aasuring them at the same time
that we have no Intention of interfer-
ing with them; this despite the fact
that it (s & virtual recognition of them
an a de facto Government, though they
hive never been clothed with authority
by any one, and are in open alllance
with our enemies. A H

Lenox, Beptember 24,

It the correspondent refers to Hec-
retary Lansing's note, then he has

not read that document carefully. It
wins not addr to the Bolshevik
so-called Govefnment, but, through

our diplomatle service, to allied and
neutral Governments, Tur Suy does
not read in the note any assurance
“that we have no Intention of intér-
fering” with the Bolshevik murderers,
Weo take Mr, Lansing's phrase "“ac-
tion which (s entirely divorced from
the atmosphere of belligerency and
the conduct of war" to be an assur-
ance to mneutral Governments that
they are asked, not to enter the War
agninat the Central Powera, but to
joln In setting the face of clvilization
againat anarchy in Russia.

HIGH COST -OF ROOMING.

Attention Called Lo the Vacant Houses
In Manhattan and Brooklyn.

To Tin EviTor or T Sun—A8ir; Prices
for furnished rooms, the rooming house
kind, are fast passing into the class of
luxuriesn,. Now §12% a weak for a aingle
room is A common request. I know, be-
causs I have Investigated many of the
udvertisements carried by one of our
NeWSDILDArA,

Al the same time hundreds of vacant
houses In mid-Manhattan and on the
Helghta, Bréoklyn (memories of Wall
street-Montague street ferry days), make
these districts look like deserted cities.

Is It not posaible to awaken an inter-
est in turning these old timers into small
epartmenta? Probably hundreds of them
could be so transformed at a nominal
cost,

I have been looking for a small apart-
ment of about four rooms and bath at
n righteous rental in which to move my
stored furniture for meveral months
Meanwhile d am, with my wife, still

* Roox1INa,

New Yorx, September 24,

There 1a a considerable obatacle in
the diMeulty, under present conditions,
of obtaining the material and labor
required for extenaive reconstruction.

IDLE BLAST FURNACES.

Why Not Draft Men for the Coal and
Iron Mines If Production Is Shortl

To Tus EpiToR oF THE SuN—8ir: We
hear constant talk about the curtallment
of production In so-called non-essentlal
industries in order that raw material o
employed may be used for war pur-
poses, but no word comes to us of any
attempt to enlarge the supply of raw
material. If there Is & fumine in plg
iron, as alleged, the obvious thing to
do would appear to be for the Govern-
ment, which has ample power, to put
men enough Into the fron ore reglon
to Incrense eapldly the output of ore so
A8 to keep the blast furnaces busy turn-
Ing out plg lron. It is sald that large
numbers of blast furnaces are now |dle
because they can get no ore, [If there
18 a shortage of elther bituminous or
anthracite coal, instead of drafting men
from the coal regilona for the army, ns
has been done, why not send thess
skilled miners back to the mines and
draft more men, now otherwiss em-
ployed, to ralsa the output of coal to a
point where those Industriea needing it
can have an ample supply?

If the Government can draft men for
tha army It can draft them for such
important work as Increasing the output
of ore and coal. All this may not work
out in the simple manner indicated, but
it seem» to me that the idea la prac-
ticable and worth trying, though we have
no evidence that any attempt has yet
been made In this direction. M. T. b

New York, Beptember 24,

WHY GIRLS DON'T COOK.

Remarks on the Effect of Kitchen
Work Upon a Woman's Hands,

To THE Epiron or Tur SB8uw—Sir: Tha
old fashloned talk about girls not know-
ing how to cook ls out of place in these
days. ﬂur giria should not be eriticised
becauss they don't “love to eook.” I am
ronsldering the average girl, whosa for-
tune does not permit the hiring of n
cook. Am a ruls mothers prefer to do
the cooking themselves and glve the girls
A chance to engags In outside industries
that will help in the upkeep of the fam-
fly. In many occupations a girl's hands
are her best asset. Handling pota and
pans, peeling potatoes, preparing wvege-
tables, &c., epoll the hunds for light,
dainty work, Performera on musical in-
sirumenta, typewriters, talephons opera-
tors, manicurista, nurses, fine embrolder.
ars must have soft, pliant fingera to do
thelr work properly, 8Saleswomen must
have wvelvely palms to handle the fine
fabirica on thelr counters

Outside of the above named occupa-
tlona, our girle are doing thele deadii-
o5t In strenuous work for the country,
What does it matter If they don't love
to cook? When the war !s over and the
boys coma homa the girls will quickly
learn to eook for love's maka,

2 M. . CHAPIN,

New Yorg, September 24.

Ingulry About & Star Hanglng Around
Venus,

To ‘rue Eptron or THe Sox—Sir: Wil |
the astronomic department of TiE Suw |
enlighten the reader, who |s
fgnorant In regard to the stars®
morning stars are at this period of ex-
ceptional brilllaney,

I recognize Orion, Sirius,
Castor and Pollux, Frocyon,
ocourse, Venus. What s the

oOVirs

Jupiter,
and of
brilliant

Juncture, and will your astronomer ex-
plain, In such plain Ianguage that onas
who knows so lttle about stars ams I
can understand, when Venus will be-
coma the svening star? b
A Verenan Jlganen.
New Yonx, Septamber 24,

The Moover Gospel,
Knicker—What is the programmas?
Bocker—The clean plate and the dusiy

cup.

;

s B R

The |

amall star #o very mear Venus at thims |

r 8‘:&; - -

GEN. CROWDER AID§
DRAFT REGISTRANTS

Makes Publiec Manual to Iogs)
Advisory Boards on
Questionnaires,

ASKS EXEMPTION (TLATUSE

Reminds Men With Dependents
That These Must Make Sup-
porting Affidavits,

Special Despateh to Thw Crv

WASHINGTON, Bepl. 24, Provest A s
shal General Crowder took two timelv ng
practical steps to-day townard nenlkting
draft registrante who are now receiv.
Ing thelr questionnaires,

He made public a staement urelng
registrants to assist the boards (n wpeed.
lly clamsifying them by stating frankiy
whether or not they have grounis for
deferred clansification, and he made
publle A manual for the local Advisory
boards the contenta of which serva 1n
show registrants how 1o make out the
questionnalres properly,

The exact date of tha nationi] lotter
cannot yet be announced owing tn de.
lay in getting tha last belnted relysns
from the varlous boards charged with
the duty of asslgning serial numbers
One board got its Instructions tangled
and will have to amign serial numbers
Again to ltsentire list, Howewver, there g

atiil hope of holding the natlonal lottery
this weelk.

Wants Claims Made.

The frank statement by Gen. Crowider
regarding clalmas for deterred classig.
cation is particularly timely, beeayey
this Important {ssue agnain hos heey he.
clouded by certaln newspapers discussing
academically the question of whetlier a
mai should or should not dlepense
with false ideas of chivalry und wnswer
frankly the question on page 1. ‘Do
you claim exempilon or deferrod clas
flcation, &c. 7"

Gen. Orowder polnts out thit |f “he
regiatrant really wanta to a=slst the
Government instead of caterlng to hi
own Individual sense of “milstaken
chivalry” he should do as the (inr.
ernment asks him. Gen. Crowder's
statement la as follows:

“In order once agaln to correct ere
impre which appear tn
exist in msome quarters thin ofioe de.
Fires to reassert that there lLas lLee
no change made In the regulntions re-
garding tha authority of local boards
to grant deferred class!fication o rop-
istranta on the ground of dependen -
Local boards have miwavs had the rignt
to extend deferred classification to rog
letrants, irrespective of whether iha
registeants do or do not make clalms

“A registrant s therefors at lileris
If he aces fit, to trust to the serytce
of the boards to dlscover by exnm!s
tion of his questionnalre the necos it
for his deferment. But pressed as they
have been In thelr work bourds haos
been and will be prone to defs
the judgment af the tndividunl 1
on the polnt that he has no d
who require that he continue
Iife and to refrain in such onses
giving deferred eclassification on  the
ground of dependency,

Will Speed Up Process.

“As I explained in my statemer: f
September 0, addressed to emploiom
and other representatives of indusicy '1a
bonrds will welcome and need all 1 1
that can ba furnished by the |nd!
of A& clalm mads for deferment Witk
this ald the process will become
Ple and speedy one., Time and lub r
will not be wasted on needipss <
and ample time will ba galned 7 -
tentlon to thowe cases where the «um
Is explicitly ralsed,

“It should be borne {n mind tv ¢ @
Individual registrant that the n»
programma  of this country
around the desire of all conce 1t
win wvictory for our causs as qui s
possalble, demands of the sels
tem the utmost speed In ol ¥!
13,000,000 approximately who g sierod
on Beptembar 12

“If all thesa 13000000 registrioos
were to Incline to ald the bhoards ©
dicating thelr own attitude resar <
deferment and wera to rely entire v o1
the abllity of tha bourds to porieive *
propriety of making deferment the un o
process of riring the army woun )
soriously hampered and delaywd Ths
applles equally to thowse entitivd to A
ferment on the ground of depend w
and thoss on the ground of neces, v
occupational employment Elther "
claim should be made by the regow ot
or by a competent third person lu
bahalf™

Careful reading of thes guestionng=s
will enable the registrant to answer * »
other questions without dim
Berlea X., covering deponuden
need In many cases to ha
studied. The regimtrant must
tha flret question, but (f his answer
“no’* and he does nat claim &«f
classification on account of depends
he need not answar the other u
If his answor i “yes" ho s
all the other questions.

ny

Wives Must Make Affidmsits

Clatma for deferred clazsifica®
tha grounds of dependency are no' o A
unless mupported by afidavity of :
pendents. If tha husband clain =
ferred classification becauss of
pendent wife and children the wif.
makn aMdavit that she I8 denon
the husband and that his answe o %
true.

Likewise In questions of {nd-,
emplion tha employee In ol £
ferred clamsification on the u:
being necesaary to a necesur
must have a supporting
his employer The claim
supporting aMdavit has po
the case of the smployveo aftli
must be made out by his imm
perior and aMdavit No, 2 by th
tive head of the entorprise,

It the business extends Into m
one Btate aMdavit Noo 2 mus
by the head of tha division
which the regimtrant (s actus

at

ployed. If the registrant's sy« '
also executive head of the
aMdavit No, 1 shall be mads
executive and aMdavit No 2o
axecuted,

Registrants having hoth a el ’

| dependents and as 1o occupat
| structed to make both, -‘r:..-
|says the regulation, “shoull .
every clalm for deferred «lnm
aven though his claim of defernis
less deferred class may see
ent with his ¢clulm for defertent »
more deferred c¢lass. "

1f the registrant Is part owner
enterprise a4 a stockholder or o 3

aMdavit No. 1T must be mad )
stockholder ar copurtner and af
No, 2 by a near nelghbor.  1f he

owner both aMdavits must ha n
near nelghhors

Mathien New Chilean Ambnssadon

Sawrtiaan, Chlle, Nept |
Mathley s accrptead Lie g
Ambassgdor to the 1'uaited =%
suncneds Santings Aldunate H
wha disd In Warhungton last A}
Mathiey formerly was Minister
livia.




